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St. Croix & Polk Counties Emergency Food Systems Meeting 

October 23, 2025 
Baldwin Community Food Pantry 

Attendance:   
Katie Bartko   Extension - FoodWIse   
Sarah Fluegel   St. Croix Valley Food Bank  
Olivia Braaten   FSET – CW Solutions 
Jennifer Hanson  Five Loaves Food Pantry 
Claire Stein   Baldwin Community Food Pantry 
Attending Virtually:  
Andy Johnson   River Valley Charities 
Helen Swanson  Polk County Public Health 
Pam Girtz   Loaves and Fishes 
Erin Swanson   Osceola Medical Center 
Gabriella Carlson  Osceola Medical Center  
Cindy Gulyash   St. Croix County Public Health/WIC   
Chrissy Cook   The Open Cupboard  
Katie Bull   Foundation for Essential Needs  
Mary Williams   Somerset Community Food Pantry  
Rachael Poirier  CW Solutions 
Kas Timm   West Central FSET Program  
Katy Ellefson   HealthPartners 

 

I. Welcome and Introductions 
II. Transition of EFS Leadership 

Katie Bartko introduced Andy Johnson from River Valley Charities and Katie Bull from 
Foundation for Essential Needs (FFEN), who will be taking over EFS leadership as she exits.  
River Valley Charities,  https://www.rivervalleycharities.com , is a nonprofit organization 
focused on creating a strong community where everyone has a safe and secure place to call 
home, access to quality nutrition, and the chance to build a brighter future.  Andy has set up 
a food sharing site, https://www.rivervalleycharities.com/foodpartnerresources.html. RVC 
hosts a private Facebook page for our nonprofit partners. 
https://www.facebook.com/share/g/1F7MGFc1PR/?mibextid=wwXIfr.  Andy can be 
reached at Andy@rivervalleycharities.com .  FFEN, https://ffen.org/, works to create a 
hunger relief system all shoppers trust to predictably offer healthy food options and a 
dignified experience.  They are a great resource for food sourcing analyses, food pantry 
operations, technical assistance, pantry layouts, and many other things.  

https://www.rivervalleycharities.com/
https://www.rivervalleycharities.com/foodpartnerresources.html
https://www.facebook.com/share/g/1F7MGFc1PR/?mibextid=wwXIfr
mailto:Andy@rivervalleycharities.com
https://ffen.org/
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Katie Bartko expressed her gratitude for these individuals and organizations stepping 
forward to continue the EFS group and to all members for participation through the years.  
You can keep Katie updated at kbartko4@gmail.com .    

III. FoodShare Update 
Helen Swanson, Polk County Public Health, provided an update on the effect of the federal 
shutdown on FoodShare benefits.  FoodShare recipients received communication this week 
that their November benefits would be delayed.  It is unclear at this time if any benefits from 
previous months on FoodShare cards at the end of October will be available to use in 
November.  November benefits will show on participants’ cards but will be unavailable to 
use.  Participants should call Quest to check their balance.   
 
The federal shutdown may affect other programs as well.  Free and reduced school lunch 
has enough funding through November at this time.  The heat assistance program has not 
received any funding and is on hold.  WIC benefits are secure for November and is still 
enrolling new participants.    
 
St. Croix Valley Food Bank can handle an increase in frequency and quantity of orders.  If 
anyone would like to have a conversation about changes you're thinking about in 
programming to meet increased demand, you can schedule a time with FFEN: 
https://calendly.com/ffen-resource-hub/food-shelf-operations.  Helen offered to share any 
pantry changes or information on Polk's Facebook, helen.swanson@polkcountywi.gov.  
 

IV. Baldwin Community Food Pantry 
Claire Stein, Baldwin Food Pantry Coordinator, relayed the process by which the Baldwin 
Community Food Pantry obtained their new building.  The Village of Baldwin negotiated the 
donation of the old Kwik Trip building when Kwik Trip started planning to build a new store.  
After completing some renovations, they moved the pantry operations in and are happy with 
the move.  They are seeing a dramatic increase in pantry visits, about 80 visits per month 
instead of 20.  About a third of those guests are Spanish speaking.   
 

V. Partner Updates/Needs/Questions 

Osceola: Chrissy reports noticing an increase in “pantry hopping.”  They order food four 
times per month instead of two.   
Loaves & Fishes: Pam reports they are doing well right now. 
St. Croix County WIC: Cindy reports the caseload is slowly increasing. 
Osceola Medical Center: Erin reports that OMC is starting construction in the next few weeks 
to expand their building. 
Somerset: Mary relayed that a new pantry manager has been hired and that they are working 
on a Haunted Hayride fundraiser.   
HealthPartners: Reach out to Katy, Katherine.J.Ellefson@HealthPartners.com, if you would 
like to join the Polk and St. Croix CHAT group or if you would like to recruit volunteers from 

mailto:kbartko4@gmail.com
https://calendly.com/ffen-resource-hub/food-shelf-operations
mailto:helen.swanson@polkcountywi.gov
mailto:Katherine.J.Ellefson@HealthPartners.com
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the Health Partners staff.  She also relayed that the Amery Community Food Pantry has 
completed their renovations and will be holding an open house on November 18th 4:30-
7:00pm.   
Five Loaves: Jennifer reported that they are progressing on the plans for their new building 
with the goal of opening in one year.   
St. Croix Valley Food Bank: Sarah reported that SCVFB is also beginning construction on their 
new building.  Their new Director of Operations is bringing in new products.  They are 
noticing the numbers are decreasing at their mobile distributions.   
 

VI. Baldwin Community Food Pantry Tour 
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Federal Government Shutdown Delays FoodShare Benefits  
 

 
Because of the federal government shutdown, November benefits for current FoodShare 
members will be delayed.  
 
The shutdown must end before members can begin getting benefits again. FoodShare 
benefits are 100 percent funded by the federal government. 
 
Benefits may not be available in November. This may include any funds remaining on your 
card at the end of October. You may want to use your benefits to stock up on food before the 
end of October. Call 211 to find out about other sources of food assistance in your area.  
 
After the shutdown is over, we will send another letter like this when benefits are available 
on member cards.  We will also share information through the news, social media, and on 
the Wisconsin Department of Health Services website 
(dhs.wisconsin.gov/foodshare/news.htm).  
 
Other state programs like BadgerCare Plus, Medicaid, and SeniorCare are not impacted by 
the shutdown. 



Press Release: Wisconsin FoodShare Program to Run Out of Funding in 10
Days
State of Wisconsin sent this bulletin at 10/21/2025 10:08 AM CDT

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: October 21, 2025
Contact: GovPress@wisconsin.gov 
 

Wisconsin FoodShare Program to Run Out of Funding in 10 Days
 

November Food Assistance for Wisconsin Kids, Families, and
Seniors in Jeopardy Due to Federal Government Shutdown

 

Gov. Evers Calls on Trump Administration and Congressional
Republicans to End Federal Shutdown, Prevent Nearly 700,000

Wisconsinites from Losing Access to Basic Food Necessities
 
MADISON — Gov. Tony Evers today announced that, due to the federal government shutdown in
Washington, D.C., Wisconsin’s FoodShare program, which provides food assistance to hungry kids,
families, and seniors, will run out of funding in 10 days. The Trump Administration recently notified
Wisconsin that “there will be insufficient funds to pay full November SNAP benefits for approximately 42
million individuals across the Nation” and “direct[ed] States to hold their November issuance files and
delay transmission to State EBT vendors until further notice.” Based on the Trump Administration’s
directive, FoodShare, which is 100 percent funded by the federal government, is now in jeopardy due to the
federal government shutdown and may not be available at all next month if the federal government
shutdown continues, leaving nearly 700,000 Wisconsinites without access to basic food and groceries. The
Evers Administration continues to closely monitor funding levels for WIC, a separate food assistance
program designed to support women, babies, and kids, which remains available for qualifying
Wisconsinites at this time.

The governor’s announcement today comes as the Trump Administration and Republicans in Congress enter
Day 21 of the federal government shutdown, largely over a refusal to negotiate on extending tax credits
under the Affordable Care Act that ensure millions of Americans, including hundreds of thousands of
Wisconsinites, can afford the cost of their healthcare coverage. Republicans appear poised to allow the
shutdown to continue even as 78 percent of Americans and nearly 60 percent of Republicans support
extending the Affordable Care Act tax credits.

“With rising costs and President Trump’s chaotic trade wars, Wisconsin families are already struggling to
make ends meet and put food on the table, and every day that Republicans continue this reckless and
harmful shutdown is another day that our kids, families, farmers, veterans, seniors, and communities fall
even further behind. There’s no excuse for it. None,” said Gov. Evers. “No person should ever go hungry—
most especially not in the United States of America. President Trump and Republicans in Congress must
work across the aisle and end this shutdown now so Wisconsinites and Americans across our country have
access to basic necessities like food and groceries that they need to survive.”

Any Wisconsinite who needs additional food or infant formula for their house or family can reach out to
211 for information and referrals to local services. Anyone can use 211 to get help by:  

Dialing 211 or 877-947-2211.
Visiting their website at 211wisconsin.communityos.org. Through the website, people can search for
services or chat with someone online who can help. 
Texting their ZIP code to 898211. 

DHS also encourages Medicaid and FoodShare members to make sure their phone number, email, and
mailing address on file are up to date by going to the ACCESS.wi.gov website or the smartphone app. The
department will announce some of the changes broadly, as appropriate, using channels like the Medicaid
news webpage, FoodShare news webpage, social media, news releases, and email. 

Gov. Evers encourages Wisconsinites across the state to contact their congressional representatives and urge
support for ending the federal government shutdown, extending key programs that help lower healthcare
costs, and preventing hundreds of thousands of Wisconsinites from going hungry. Wisconsinites can go to
www.congress.gov/members/find-your-member and enter their address to find the contact information for
their congressional representative and senators. 
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The Evers Administration today released the below information current as of this release today, Oct. 21,
2025, relating to the federal government shutdown’s impacts on Wisconsin FoodShare benefits. 

FoodShare Remains Funded Through October 
The FoodShare program is fully funded through the month of October. The federal government provides
monthly funding for FoodShare benefits directly to the fiscal vendor that manages Wisconsin’s QUEST
cards – electronic benefit cards members use to pay for groceries using FoodShare benefits. The federal
government provided October benefits to Wisconsin’s FoodShare vendor on schedule.  

FoodShare Payments Stopped Until After Federal Shutdown Ends 
The Trump Administration has indicated that there is not enough funding to provide another month of food
benefits. As FoodShare benefits are 100 percent funded by the federal government, Wisconsin FoodShare
members will not resume receiving benefits until after the federal government shutdown ends. This means
that if the shutdown continues, at this time, FoodShare members will not get their monthly benefits in
November, and even if the shutdown ends tomorrow, for example, November benefits will be delayed. After
the shutdown ends and there is federal funding for FoodShare again, the Department of Health Services will
work with the federal government as quickly as possible to resume issuing benefits.  

“It’s important for members to know FoodShare benefits may not be available on QUEST cards to make
purchases in November. This may include any funds remaining on your card at the end of October,” said
DHS Secretary Kirsten Johnson. “Members who have benefits on their cards may want to stock up on food
items that don’t go bad—canned goods, boxed items, with their benefits before the end of October.” 

DHS is mailing FoodShare members letters this week to notify them of the delay in benefits. These letters
are also available electronically in ACCESS. DHS will continue to update the FoodShare: News and
Updates webpage to share the latest information available. 

DHS will directly notify FoodShare members once the shutdown ends and funding is available about when
they will resume receiving benefits. Whenever DHS has more information about the effects of the shutdown
on our programs, the department will share through the DHS website, emails, social media, and other
channels. 

WIC Remains Available 
Wisconsin WIC is currently available, and based on the information available at this time, November
benefits will also be available. During the government shutdown, WIC members can use their WIC benefits,
attend WIC appointments, and do not need to take any action. If there are changes to the availability of WIC
funding and benefits, DHS will let WIC members, partners, and providers know as soon as possible.    

Medicaid and BadgerCare Plus members still have coverage to get the care and services they need. For
updates, visit the Medicaid News page. 
 
An online version of this release is available here.
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